
 

June 2019 Newsletter 
2019 Calendar of Events: 
(Saturday meetings start at 9 A.M. Please note that 

not all regular meetings this year are on the 2nd 

Saturday.) 

June 8: Bonsai Smith’s Workshop 

July 13: Annual Auction & Raffle. 

Aug.10: Bonsai photography.  

Sept.14: TBD 

Oct.12: TBD 

Oct.?: Japanese Garden Fall Festival. Date to be 

determined. 

Nov. 9: Sylvia Smith Workshop 

Dec.7: Christmas Party 

 

 
2019 Fort Worth Bonsai Club Exhibit             

Member’s Choice Award winner. 

 

 

President’s Message  

By Dan LeBlanc 
  

 Hello to all the fellow North Texas Bonsai 

enthusiasts. I was thinking of starting a Kayak club 

instead of Bonsai. Wow; we have had a bunch of rain 

this spring. May’s total rainfall is around 8.11 inches 

as of the 29th, and it looks like the rain will continue. 

Year to date is 19.76 inches. That is a lot of rain. My 

trees seem to love all the fresh rain water and are 

looking really good. 

 May was a really fun month for the FWBS. 

The Austin Heitzman lecture was very well received. 

I think we all learned a lot about bonsai stands. The 

FWBS Exhibit was also well attended. I think we had 

over 30 trees. That is the most participation we have 

had in quite a while. It’s very encouraging to see all 

the members participate and show. Thank you to all 

the members who helped set up and tear down this 

exhibit. 

 The June program will be the Bonsai Smith’s 

workshop. Bring your trees and your tools this is a 

hands on event. This is a great opportunity to get 

some excellent advice on styling your bonsai. Bring 

in one or two trees you would like to work on and get 

some advice on styling; wiring and any other 

questions you might have. Please bring your tools. 

 July will be our annual auction and raffle. If 

you have not been to our auction and raffle it is a 

great way to pick up some nice discounted material. 

 Please remember to visit the Fort Worth 

Bonsai Society web site. Most of our new members 

have learned about us through this site. Please check 

it out and sign up. Everyone is encouraged to add 

bonsai related information. I’m hoping we can get 

some more participation and continue to generate 

interest in our club. http://fortworthbonsai.org  

 In addition to our website we now have a 

Facebook page that is up and running. Everyone is 

encouraged to add to the site. 

 I’m looking forward to seeing and getting to 

know you all at our regularly scheduled meetings this 

year, 

Enjoy Bonsai, 

Dan  

 

 

 

http://fortworthbonsai.org/


Happening in June 
By Roger Spohn 

FWBS Vice President / Program Chairman 

 

June Meeting: 

Our June meeting will be Saturday June 8th at our 

normal meeting room at the Botanical Gardens.  The 

meeting will start at 9:00am.  The June meeting is a 

workshop with Howard and Sylvia Smith.  This is the 

time to bring in the trees you need some help with.  

The Smith’s are very helpful in the area of trimming, 

wiring as well as suggestions on how to pot and 

display your trees once they go dormant.  

Bring in a couple of your trees that you have had 

some trouble with in the past.  This is a good time to 

get some instruction on taking care of your Bonsai. 

We look forward to seeing you all there. 

 

Up Coming Event: 
Just a reminder that our July meeting will be our 

annual auction and raffle.  If you have any trees you 

would like to put for auction or extra items you 

would like to add to the raffle, this is the time to plan 

ahead and get them ready.  Details on the auction and 

raffle will follow at a later date. 

 

Japanese Gardens Bonsai Collection 

(JGBC) 
By Mark Bynum, Director 

Even with just a 3-tree exhibit, we can use more trees 

as we change them out every 6 weeks.  The JGBC 

collection is growing, but as you know in the bonsai 

art, everything takes a large amount of time to 

develop.  I use many of my trees to fill in the gaps.  

Estella has exhibited a tree also.  In the 2 years we 

have been exhibiting trees, we have had no incidents 

of theft or vandalism, and the trees have been 

watered faithfully.  If you would like to show an 

exhibit quality tree and be recognized on the 

information flyer like the one below, please contact 

one of the committee members.  The JGBC 

committee members are: Mark Bynum, Estella 

Flather, and Steven Hendricks. 

 The 3-tree exhibit was changed out May 24.  

Below is the new information flyer. 

BONSAI TREE EXHIBIT 
East deck of the Treasure Tree Gift Shop. 

The Bonsai Exhibit at the Japanese Gardens is 

sponsored by the Fort Worth Bonsai Society. We 

worked out a plan for this pilot program that will lead 

to a larger, permanent bonsai exhibit in another part 

of the Gardens.  This is the beginning of our second 

full season.  Your feedback will help us define our 

direction for the future. 

 

About the Exhibit Trees: April, 2019 

Left-     Japanese Boxwood 
                     (Buxus japonica) 

A broadleaf evergreen, the boxwood is a common 

landscape shrub and a very good starter plant for the 

bonsai beginner.  This tree was nursery stock that 

has been developed into a bonsai tree over the last 

15 years. 

19+ years old. 

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

Center-    Sweetgum 
                        (Liquidambar styraciflua) 

The Sweetgum tree is native to east Texas, 

Oklahoma, and Arkansas.  It is known for its prickly 

seed balls and brilliant fall color.  Not popular in 

bonsai culture although it adapts well to training.  

Deciduous.  28+ years old. 

From the Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection. 

Right-     Cedar Elm 
                     (Ulmus crassifolia) 

A deciduous tree, the Cedar Elm is a Texas native.  

This one was collected in 2007 in Palo Pinto County.  

Already dwarfed by growing next to a foundation, it 

was easy to convert this tree to bonsai training.   

27+ years old.  

From the Mark Bynum Collection 

***************************  

This Bonsai Exhibit for the Japanese Garden is 

dedicated to the memory of Jackie Paul, bonsai 

enthusiast and member of the Fort Worth Bonsai 

Society. She was a mentor to many of us in the 

Society.  Her generous donation allowed this 

program to be possible. 

**************************** 

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the second Saturday at 9am-noon at the Garden 

Center building. All are welcome. 

For more information about bonsai art, our Society, 

meeting dates, and how you can start your own tree, 

please go to our website below.  

fortworthbonsai.org 

 
Donations: If you have a bonsai tree that needs a home, 

consider donating it to the Japanese Garden Bonsai Collection. 

Contact the Fort Worth Bonsai Society or the staff of the 

Treasure Tree Gift Shop. 



Austin Heitzman Program in May 

By Roger Spohn, Program Chairman 
 Our May meeting was held on Sunday May 

5th at the Botanical Gardens.  It was a presentation by 

Austin Heitzman who is a furniture and bonsai 

display manufacturer from Portland.  It was well 

attended and I believe that everyone learned a lot 

about bonsai display.  He showed who to make a 

proper display stand and then how to set your trees 

properly on the displays. 

 

 
 

 
            Attendees at Austin’s presentation  

 

 

     
      Some of the displays Austin presentated 

 

2019 Bonsai Show: 
 Our annual bonsai show Was held at the 

botanical gardens on Saturday May 18th and Sunday 

May 19th.  We had a great turn out of trees with 34 

on display.  Saturday was a little slow due to the 

weather but Sunday made up for it with around 500 

guests viewing our displays.   

 

Setup: 
 We had several members show up on Friday 

night to help setup the show on Saturday.   

 
   

 
          Setup of Display Area on Friday Night. 

 



People’s Choice: 
 During the show, we passed out ballots to 

the public to choose their favorite trees.  We had 

over 300 ballots and the people’s choice was a 

“Wax Leaf Ligustrum” displayed by Mark Bynum. 

 

                                                                  
WAX LEAF LIGUSTRUM 

 

Members Choice: 
Those members who were present at the show were 

asked to vote for their favorite tree.   

Their vote was based on: 

1. Was the tree displayed properly? 

2. Was the condition of the tree good? 

3. Was it in the proper pot? 

4. Was it trimmed properly to best show the 

tree?  

5.  

After all the votes were tabulated the winning tree 

was a “Black Pine” displayed by Estella Flather.                          

 We would like to thank everyone who 

showed up for the show, displayed a tree, helped 

setup on Friday night and breakdown after the show 

on Sunday.   

Additional Pictures of the Show: 

                             

 
            Right Side of Display Hall  

                                           

 
               Left Side of Display Hall 

         

   
          Steven Hendricks Showing Guests  

                 How to Trim a Bonsai.   



        
            Steven Hendricks Showing Guests  

                     How to Trim a Bonsai  

 

Peoples’ and Members’ Choice 

Complete Results 
 Every year during the Club Exhibit, we 

conduct a Peoples' Choice ballot vote on the trees in 

the exhibit.  It is just for fun, but gives us a clue as to 

what the public perceives as the bonsai art.  34 trees 

were in the exhibit voting.  We find that the public 

tend to vote for the trees with flowers blooming.  No 

exception at this exhibit. 223 ballots cast. 

1st- Waxleaf Ligustrum (in bloom) Mark B. 

2nd- Snow Rose (in bloom) Roger S. 

3rd- Green Mound Juniper (cascade) Roger S. 

4th- Raintree 

5th- Green Mound Juniper (w/ bell) Roger S. 

 

    Whereas the Peoples' Choice is determined 

by the total # of votes a tree receives from the visiting 

public, the Members' Choice is determined by a 

point system based on 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place votes by 

the members only. 14 ballots cast. 

1st- Black Pine (w/ nice display)- Estella F. 

2nd- Waxleaf Ligustrum- Mark B. 

3rd- Japanese Beautyberry- Mark B. 

4th-Seiju Elm (shohin)- Steven H. 

5th- Catlin Elm (shohin)- Steven H. 

 

   Congratulations to the winners in each Catergory.  

The 1st place winners are treated to a free dinner. 

Also, the Members' Choice winner has their name 

engraved on a traveling Club trophy that they keep 

until the next Members' Choice voting.  Remember 

that the Members' Choice award is not a competition, 

but rather a recognition of the best trees in our club 

through our history. 

 

JUNE BONSAI 
By John Miller  

 Since I have been somewhat feeling my age (and 

under the weather a bit also) I have been fortunate to have 

had more rain than usual.  Haven’t ignored them but my 

local weather kept them warm enough and watered.  They 

did good enough but any pruning was left until this last 

month.   

 You may still have time to leaf prune if you need 

to but be careful, it could turn hot in a hurry.  Remember 

do it only on healthy vigorous trees.  Put the tree in a semi-

shaded location out of the wind until new foliage appears.  

Again, never leaf prune the atropurpeum varieties of 

Japanese maples, they don’t want to rebud. 

 When night temperatures stay above 60 degrees 

you can think about repotting some of the tropicals.  I 

would wait another month though for the buttonwood. 

 It is important to continue the twig pruning of 

your trees on a regular basis.  While doing this chore look 

at the tree to see if there is a need to do some refinement 

pruning.  Refinement pruning is a deeper pruning to 

replace a branch that has grown too long or too big with a 

smaller one.  This is usually done with the secondary or 

tertiary branches not the primary branch coming from the 

trunk.  I prefer to do this refinement pruning on deciduous 

trees in the winter when I can see the branch structure.  

But on bonsai like the yaupon hollies I like to do it at this 

time when the tree is actively growing so that any winter 

dieback is apparent.  Trees that weep a lot from cuts such 

as maples or pines should not be done at this time.  

 Even if the days are relatively cool the sun can 

still get pot pretty hot.  Not only does this dry out the soil 

very fast but the tree roots don’t like a hot soil.  A 

temperature I have heard given is 120 degrees that will 

kill roots on most plants.  I cannot give you a precise to-

do list since your backyard is different from mine but you 

should be sure that the sun does not hit the pots directly.  

If you use a cover of any kind be sure that the side of the 

pot is protected also.  A loose weave cover is preferable 

to solid paper or foil. 

 Get to know you trees like your children.  Which 

ones use more water and which ones stay moist between 

waterings.  If some are difficult to keep happy you can try 

moving those to a cooler location (but be sure they get 

their sunlight).  Another trick is to group these together so 

that you can hit them with a shot of water twice a day and 

not have to spend the time going thru all your trees. 

 The extended cool and damp weather is good for 

fungal diseases like black leaf spot.  Treat with potassium 

bicarbonate or sodium bicarbonate (baking soda).  If the 

foliage is hardened a bit you can treat with 1% hydrogen 

peroxide (1 part peroxide to 2 parts water) weekly.  Warm 



damp weather will bring its own fungal problems like 

mildew.  Same treatment.   

 Also watch for signs of insect problems.  The 

spider mite will always be near.  Others to look for are 

scale of various forms, aphids, and mealy bugs.  I use the 

organic foliar feed (1 Tablespoon each fish emulsion, 

liquid kelp, molasses and cider vinegar per gallon water) 

to control all these.  You can use some of the other organic 

controls or a chemical according to label directions.  Read 

the label directions carefully and don’t apply oil based 

chemicals to buttonwoods. 

 All pathogen controls must be sprayed with a 

sprayer that has a nozzle which produces a fine spray in 

order to cover the entire leaf surface.  You gots to get all 

them bugs or they come right back.  And you gots to spray 

on a regular basis.  Any hiding in cracks will repeat the 

infestation. 

 Even with the temp below 90 the sun is getting 

quite intense.  Most plants in pots will not enjoy a full day 

of this.  Partial shade should be provided.  A shade cloth 

awning is the best as it will protect in the middle of the 

day.  Late afternoon sun will also hurt by shining under to 

shade cloth or branches and heating the roots to the point 

where they will suffer. 

 Consider that here are two aspects to bonsai, the 

artistry in creating the bonsai and the gardening in 

keeping it healthy.  The artistry you learn at the club, from 

demonstrations, or from books.  The gardening aspect is 

no less important but is sometimes put on a back burner 

or ignored.  You know that not watering will result in a 

‘finished’ bonsai so that gets taken care of in some form 

or other.  However many do not try to learn how plants 

grow, what their needs are, or how they are all made 

unique by nature in some way.  To be really successful in 

bonsai you need to study this aspect of our hobby also.  

One of the first places to start is by learning about the 

planting medium.  What is makes a good planting mix?  

How does the size of particles affect the plant? How do 

the various species require their own particular type of 

mix?  Try finding some of these answer in the gardening 

section of your local library and watch your trees show 

their appreciation by being easier to care for. 

 

More Bonsai Exhibit Pictures: 

 

 
 

 
  

The Fort Worth Bonsai Society meets most months 

on the 2nd Saturday at 9 A.M., at 3220 Botanic 

Garden Drive, Fort Worth, TX. This is the building 

where the large conservatory greenhouse is located.  

For more information see our website 

at:fortworthbonsai.org 

 

President: Dan LeBlanc 

 dan@callgenesis.com 

Vice President, Programs: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Secretary: Roger Spohn 

 rwspohn@yahoo.com  

Past President: Steven Hendricks 

stevenhendricks@sbcglobal.com 

LSBF Representative: Mark Bynum 

 mark.bynum12@att.net 

Website:TJ Broullette 

terry@whisperwillow.com 

Newsletter Editor: Estella Flather      

 eflather@sbcglobal.net
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